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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
M the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and<(or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing^urnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. iV Lack of unity of invention 

1 . □ In response to the invitation (Form PCT;!SA206) to pay additional fees, the applicant has, within the 

applicable time limit: 

□ paid additional fees 

□ paid additional fees under protest and, where applicable, the protest fee 

□ paid additional fees under protest but the applicable protest fee was not paid 

□ not paid additional fees 

2. M This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose not to invite 

the applicant to pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rule 13.1 , 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with 

^ not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
iSI all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43/)/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1 -18 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



4„7-11,13 

1-3,5, 6, 12, 14-18 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1 -18 



2. Citations and explanations 



see separate sheet 
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Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item IV 

Lack of unity of invention 

This Authority considers that there are 8 inventions covered by the claims indicated as 
follows: 

I: Claims 1 - 3 (part), 4 and 14-18 (part) directed to compositions comprising (I) 
imazalil and boscalid (ll-a), use and preparation of such compositions and products 

containing them. 

1 II: Claims 1 - 3 (part), 5, 7, 12 and 14 - 1 8 (part) directed to compositions comprising (I) 
imazalil and cyproconazole (ll-b), triflumizole (ll-d) or tetraconazole (ll-i), use and 
preparation of such compositions and products containing them. 
Ill: Claims 1 - 3 (part), 6 and 14 - 18 (part) directed to compositions comprising (I) 
imazalil and pyraclostrobin (ll-c), use and preparation of such compositions and products 
containing them. 

IV: Claims 1 - 3 (part), 8 and 14 - 18 (part) directed to compositions comprising (I) 
imazalil and acibenzolar-S-methyl (ll-e),-use and preparation of such compositions and 
products containing them. 

V: Claims 1 - 3 (part), 9 and 14 - 18 (part) directed to compositions comprising (I) 
imazalil and carpropamid (ll-f), use and preparation of such compositions and products 
containing them. 

VI: Claims 1 - 3 (part), 1 0 and 1 4 - 1 8 (part) directed to compositions comprising (I) 
imazalil and fosetyl-AI (ll-g), use and preparation of such compositions and products 

containing them. 

VII: Claims 1 - 3 (part), 11 and 14 - 18 (part) directed to compositions comprising (I) 
imazalil and spiroxamine (ll-h), use and preparation of such compositions and products 
containing them. 

VIII: Claims 1 - 3 (part), 13 and 14 - 18 (part) directed to compositions comprising (I) 
imazalil and zoxamide (ll-j), use and preparation of such compositions and products 
containing them. 

The reasons for which the inventions are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept, as required by Rule 13.1 PCT, are as follows: 

Synergistic combinations of imazalil (I) and various other fungicides are known from the 
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prior art as can be seen from the citations in tlie International Search Report (ISR; see also 

item V below). 

The special technical effect linking together the various inventions numbered I - VIII, the 
synergistic effect between imazalil and the second fungicide, hence is not novel. Since the 
fungicidal agents (ll-a) - (ll-j) are very different In their chemical structure and/or mode of 
action, the groups of claims are not linked by common or corresponding special technical 
features and define 8 different inventions not linked by a single general inventive concept. 
The application, hence does not meet the requirements of unity of invention as defined in 
Rules 13.1 and 13.2 PCT. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 

1) . Compositions comprising imazalil and a second fungicide selected from (ll-a) - (ll-j) 
have not been disclosed in the documents cited in the ISR. The subject-matter of claims 1 
- 1 8 hence is novel (Art. 33 (2) PCT). 

2) . a). US 6,797,301 B1 (= D1) discloses synergistic compositions for the treatment of fruit 
comprising an inhibitor of mitochondrial respiration in combination with a sterol 
biosynthesis inhibitor, in particular imazalil. 

The claimed combination of Imazalil with pyraclostrobin is an obvious further application of 
this technical teaching since pyraclostrobin is a known inhibitor of mitochondrial 
respiration. The concentration ranges of the fungicides as disclosed in D1 also are well 
within the scope of present claim 14. 

The subject-matter of present claims 1 - 3, 6 and 14 - 18 -insofar as relating to 
imazalil/pyraclostrobin combinations- hence is not based on an inventive step (Art. 33 (3) 
PCT). 

b). BP 336 489 A2 (= D2) and WO 99/12422 A1 (= D3) disclose synergistic combinations of 
imazalil and the triazole fungicides propiconazole and epoxiconazole. It is well-known in the 
art, that triazole fungicides all function through the inhibition of the sterol biosynthesis. The 
skilled artisan, knowing the contents of D2 and D3 thus would not hesitate to combine imazalil 
with closely analogous other triazole fungicides such as cyproconazole (ll-b) or tetraconazole 
(ll-i). 
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The subject-matter of claims 1 - 3, 5, 12 and 14-18, insofar as relating to these combinations, 
hence is not considered to be based on an inventive step (Art. 33 (3) PCT) either. 

c) . Combinations of imazalil (!) and boscalid (ll-a), triflumizole (ll-d), acibenzolar-S-methyl (II- 
e), carpropamid (ll-f), spiroxamine (ll-h) orzoxamid (ll-j) have not been disclosed or suggested 
in the available prior art. The subject-matter of claims 1 - 4, 7 - 1 1 and 13 - 18 insofar as 
relating to these combinations hence is novel and Inventive (Art. 33 (2) and (3) PCT). 

d) . The industrial applicability of claims 1 - 18 is evident (Art. 33 (4) PCT). 

) Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art disclosed in 
the document D1 is not mentioned In the description, nor is this document identified therein. 
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